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Why Budget Transparency Matters?
• The Budget is the main instrument for managing public money. It and how it’s 

applied determine whether public goods and services will be provided for 
communities and business to function, and whether schools and health facilities, 
teachers, medical worker and medicines available.

The Opportunity and Challenge
• ‘The Open Budget Survey Tells a story of leaders and laggards, with many 

government still failing to meet minimum international standards, while others 
are adopting more transparent, inclusive  and participatory approaches to 
budget panning and implementation’; PNG remains somewhere in the middle, 
making positive commitments, but slipping...

A Call to Action
• ‘Organisations from around the world, including the INA, are supporting a more 

open budget process, seeking clear and measurable progress over the next 5 
years. Open Budgets Open Futures’ 



Open Budget Survey in the context of COVID-19
• The 2019 survey was conducted in 117 countries prior to the 

outbreak of Covid-19. It’s based largely upon the 2019 Budget 
preparation and application. The Covid-19 health crisis is currently 
severely altering lives and lifestyles, economies, livelihoods and 
budgets around the world. The immediate remedial measures and 
shortfall in revenue are placing unprecedented demands upon 
budgets, and triggering a major increase in public debt and 
potentially debt servicing, which citizens in PNG and around the 
world will have to bear into the future.  

• The Open Budget Survey, and the issues it covers, not only remain 
important, but in fact are more critical than ever, as budgets will play 
a central role in the response to the virus and its fallout



The Open Budget Survey examines the availability, timeliness and 
comprehensiveness of critical documentation to the public and to the 
Legislature, considered necessary for Budget Transparency and Public 
Participation in the Budget process. It does not attempt to assess the 
accuracy of the data provided, which is the essential next step. However, 
without the Open Budget availability and access (notably to material 
online) the next steps of engagement cannot occur.

It particularly focuses on 8 critical documents or sets of documents in 
the Budget preparation and oversight process.











https://www.internationalbudget.org/open-budget-survey
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Bertelsmann Transformation Index (BTI 2020)

As a preview I’ll just provide an introduction to the Bertelsmann Transformation 
Index (BTI) 2020 also launched today in Germany. The Transformation Index 
analyses transformation processes toward democracy and a market economy in 
international comparison and identifies successful strategies for peaceful change. 
Of the 137 countries currently examined, the BTI classifies 74 as democracies and 
63 as autocracies.
Inequality and repression undermine democracy and market economy worldwide
Restricted freedom of expression, a gagged press or disempowered 
constitutional courts - as a rule, these are characteristics of autocracies. But the 
Bertelsmann Stiftung's latest Transformation Index shows that the rule of law 
and political freedoms are also being eroded in an increasing number of 
democracies. The main causes are abuse of power and cronyism, which increase 
economic inequality and contribute to social cleavages. The effects of the corona 
pandemic threaten to intensify these developments.



The Bertelsmann Transformation Index (BTI) 2020 and its Country Reports








