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• Introducing the Kikori 

• Introducing the fishmaw fishery 
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threatened species

• Local intervention 

• Current Activities & Recommendations



Kikori District – Gulf Province 



Biodiversity and Cultural Values 



Resources & Riches 



Development Indicators – The Reality 



The River Life



The Fishmaw fishery 



Kikori fishmaw fishery 



Managing the Fishmaw fishery 

• The fishmaw fishery has no Management 
Plan 

• Has not been Assessed

• Currently being sold as a dried product

• Currently licenses are being issued by the 
National Fisheries Authority even though a 
closure notice for licenses was issued in 
2021.



The Risk of Biodiversity Loss
with the bycatch of threatened species 



Understanding the fishmaw fishery in Kikori



DRIVER: Climate Impacts 





Community Intervention 
– local steps towards management 

How do you manage 

local fishing that 

feeds a global 

market? 

• Local clans and landowners 
responsible for managing their clan 
fishing areas and land have come up 
with their own strategies towards 
management. 

• For example. At one point it cost PGK 
3000 per day to sink your fishing net in 
someone else’s fishing area. 

• Local clan leaders and chiefs now 
resort to agreements signed between 
themselves and fishing companies to 
enable fish plants to be built in 
villages.



Current Activities & Recommendations

• The PBN currently has projects to monitor our 
threatened species and find methods to mitigate 
bycatch. 

• An Assessment of the fishery is currently being 
undertaken by NFA in order to put together the 
Fishmaw National Management Plan. 

• Given the different states of the fishery in PNG, 
PBN would recommend each Province or district 
have their own management plan. 

• Effective local management action should be 
supported and strengthened while ineffective 
measures and actions prevented.

• Management action could include area 
management, gear restrictions and penalties that 
can be enforced given existing systems.  

• PBN Is working with three authorities for this issue, 
The National Fisheries Authority, CEPA and CCDA.



Sustainable fisheries 

• PBN is concerned about the bycatch of 
threatened species in the Gulf of Papua 

• We recognize the need for fishmaw 
fishery management 

• We recognize the fishmaw fishery 
importance to community livelihoods in 
the Kikori River Delta 

• We all want sustainable fisheries 
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